a neurosis depending upon tonic spasm of the bronchial muscles, and caused by faulty innervation of the pneumogastric nerve."
The exciting causes of it may, therefore, be divided into those which act on the nerve directly, and those which are reflected from some remote part or organ.
That it is essentially a nervous disease, and due in some instances to remote reflex influences, is well illustrated by its relation to uterine affection. This is referred to have just recorded is so rare that I think it well so far as possible to eliminate all possibility of mistake. The third point of interest is that the pulmonary branches of the vagus seemed to be entirely affected, to the absolute exclusion of the gastric branches, for there was no sickness throughout. Indeed, it seemed as if the pulmonary branches were affected instead of the gastric; indeed, as if the asthma had taken the place of the ordinary sickness. The patient was just the woman in whom one would expect the reflex symptoms of pregnancy to be most marked. She was a highly nervous woman, who had become pregnant under distressing circumstances; but although reflex symptoms were quite to be expected, yet it is difficult to explain why the vagus in its pulmonary branches should be affected more than the usual gastric branches, more especially as the patient never had any pulmonary or cardiac affection, nor had any hereditary tendency thereto. 
